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| + as "The Two following . TED 
[SERMONS 
1 9 5 "4 7 ; 
BH Moſt humbly Dedicated 

8 WHIGGS, 


And to the 


s their devoted Seruent 
B. R. "us A 


ho earneſtly beſeecheth God, to baniſh 
from among them, all Envy, Diſ- 
cord and Quarrels ; to unite ſtricł- 
by their Hearts; and to incline them 
0 Peace and Charity: That they 
may be Members of the Church, and 
fo partake of the moſt glorious Pri- 
pileges, and of the exceeding. great 
Advantages of that Myſtical Body 
V SER- 
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ESus CHRIST ſubjoins Peace- 
ableneſs to the Purity of the 
leart, and with a great deal ol 
5 Reaſon; for the firſt. Pr 
Wand: is be Effect of the other; 


1. 


Contentions do: ariſe 


niſy z lo does Peacrahleneſs 
honeſt, upright, ſincere, in- 
nocent Heart. Vice is turbulent, mu- 
tinous, bluſtering, untractable; but 
800 tue is quite the Reverſe; for ne 
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„ 15 of Peace; "Concord, Tran- 
J.. iii. quillity and Quietneſs. The Wiſdow 
37. that js from abope, ſays St. James, it, 

firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle and ea 7 
| to be intreated ; full of: mercy and good 
„ Wberefere our bleſſed Lord 
having ſaid, Bleſſed are the pure in heart, 
for they ſhall ſee God, ſubjoins, Bleed 
are the Peacemakers, Sc. , 
Jeſus Chriſt does two Things jn my 
Text, Firſt, He affirms, That the . 
makers are bleſſed ʒ and Secondly, He 
gives the Reaſon. of their being ſo; 
or, ſays he, They ſhall be called th Chil 
dren of God. Before I proceed further, 
J muſt firſt ſhew you the Import of 
1 a Peacemaker, 
It fignifies a peaccable-minded Man; 
one that's peaceably diſpos d, that ap- 
plies himſelf, and takes his Delight i in WM 1i 

Rev. xxi. Promoting Peace ; for, to male in WL 

27 xxii, Scripture-Phraſe, denotes ſometimes the MW g 
1 Habit or Inclination of the Mind; as g 

8 to make a Lie, is to be iven, inclined WF f. 
, to lying. To do, or, as it is in the n 

= ogy, Original, to make Righteouſneſs ; and MW h 
7 wn; Sin imports the Bent to either of thiew, tl 
nyur. as it may be ſeen in St. Foby's firſt - 


2 Epiſtle, So to male Wos i is | to _— an 
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- Serondly, I muſt tell you which are 
the Prediſpoſitions to Peace; Firſt, It 
is neceſfary our Underſtanding ſhould 
be qualified both with Wiſdom and 


with. Humility ;; with Wiſdom whoſe Prov. 1 


paths are peace; for it ſhews us the admi- 17. 
rable Beauty, the ineſtimable Price, the 
great Excellency, and the wonderful 
Treaſures of Peace; and ſo perſuades 
us powerfully to love heartily, to che- 
riſh with Care, and to advance it as 
much as we can. With Humility, for 
it ingages us to ſubmit to our Superi- 
ors, to ſupport the Infirmities of our 
Brethren, to bear their Faults, to paſs 
by their Injuries, to ſuffer their Un- 
kindneſſes, and to forgive them when 
they do us any Wrong. Secondly, 
Our Wills and Affections muſt be qua- 
liked with Love and Charity; with 
Love, for we are very apt to ſhew a 
great deal of Meekneſs, Lenity, Indul- 
gence, | Favour and Benevolence to 
them we truly love; and withal, to 
make uſe of our Skill and Credit to 
help them to what may contribute to 
their Welfare. With Charity; for, 
as St. Paul tells us, in the 13th of the 
firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, Charity 
envieth not, charity vaunteth not it ſelf, 
1 not puſfed up, does not behave it ſet 
aur 4  wnſcemly, 
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Po 4CEABLENESS. 


a | ſeeketh not ler own, 17 not eaſt l 
provoted,: thinleth 10 evil, * cet /) not 
in iniquity, but rejoyceth in the truth ; 
beareth all thin 87, believeth all things, 
hopeth: all thing +; endureth all things, 
x ry dh, Our — ruſt be qua⸗ 

ified with Purity ; for, when they are 
unclean, guilty, full of Reproaches 
and 12 they are preſently trou- 
bled, uneaſy and diſhoicasd but when 
they are pure, innocent, upright, they 
are kept clear, and they mn an ad 
tnirable Serenity. 

Now I muſt do three Things; F 
Shew - you how to: get a peaceable 
Mind. Secondly, Lay before you ſome 
Motives to induce you to itz and 
Thirdly, Prove to you, that it is out 
oy to promote eace as far as in us 
FO 9 
First, To be poſſeſſed with Peace 
ableneſs, we muſt overcome all excep- 
tious, peeviſh, whimfical, cenſorious 
Humour; ſubmit our Fancies to out 
Reaſon, and get the Victory over our 
unruly Paſfions, eſpecially Anger; for 
a craſs, capricious, ſlandering, angry 
Perſon, is very troubleſome and vexa- 
2 to himſelf, as well as intolerable 


grievous to others; there can be 
u Peace with him. After that, " 
vl, Dr b mu 


7. 


Sc > 


= =. a. T- 


— 
pay, 


8 * era s. 
S be St I20d:emrenin hes | 


the Comm 


ech ed @ 7 


ritable* Opinion of thoſe we have to 
deal with, give both to their Actions 


and to their Diſcgurſe, as favourable a 


Cotiſtruction as we can; render to 
every Body his due, and carefully 


avoid all Whiſperers, Backbiters, Tale- 


bearers and Double - dealers; the Bane 


r And hene den We are 


accus'd of having either done or ſaid 
any Thing againſt our Neighbours, 
we muſt take care to clear our ſelves 
with Candor, Meekneſs and Modera- 
tion. We: muſt be content in our pre- 
ent Station, conſider that our Circum- 
ſtances are a great deal better than we 


deſerve; and be thankfnl to God's 


providence, for the inexpreſſible Bleſ- 
fings 'He has been pleaſed to beſtow 
upon us: And — . he thinks fit to 
afflict us, far from complaining, we 


are to acknowledge that he ules us 
with all the Tenderneſs poſſible, con- 
and ::.. 


fidering how great Sinners we are, 
that bis 'Goodtieſs, Mercy and Meck- 


neſs towards us are unſpeakable. We 


muſt take Care never to faſten our Am- 
bition or Covetouſneſs on any Thing 


that's either above our reach; or which : 


we cannot attain without Aiſturbin i 
on Peace. Finally, we mul 
—_ B ſubmit 


| is to the preſent .— in 


Church and. — follow their Direc- 
tions, obey their Commands, and do 
all that in us lies fox the Service and 


Welfare of. both. Thus we may be 
Poſſeſſed with Peaceablenels, a bleſſed 


Rom, xvi. 
20 


1 Cor. vii. 


75. 
Il. ix. 6. 
John xiv. 


27. 


Rom. x. 


able both in the 8 


are taken fro 


7 riuihians ʒ 


ua fication, which renders us ami- 


ight of God. and in 
the Eyes of Men; a great Bleſſing, and 
4 Neczoug Taande 0 our r Relations, 


ances : S. 'Fortbeage. 4s: eur! Minds, 


what. Health is to our Bodies, it keeps 
them well diſpoſed, and it is the Foun- 


dation of their Happineſs; and with- 
Out that precious Fer there can be 


but Uneaſineſs, Diſguſt and Aver 
Lam now, Secondh, to Joys zefor 

you, the Motives to induce you to the 

getting of 6 -peaccable Mind, Some 

mmm 

Our Everlaſting: Father, the perfed- 

eſt of all Patterns ; for he is IB Oo of 


Me, ſays St. Pau to the Namams, Who 


gallad us yank laps he to wr 
Chriſt, tho: —— Peace; and 
who left us Peace fo a Legacy: Peace 
Ileaue with gon, my peace I give unto you. 
Some from that bleſſed. Saviour's Goſ- 


pel; for it is called Ih Goſpel of peace, 


N and 


Praonantantts 
and from bis Law, which is truly 8 2 
Law of peace; for its chief Aim is to 
engage Men to live quietly and peace- 
ably one with another. Some from 
his Diſciples, being compared to Doves Matt. . 
and Sheep. Some are taken from the 16. 25,33. 
Holy Spirit, for one of his Fruits _—_ * 
Pease, ſays St. Paul to the Galatians. Gl. v.22. 
Some from the Scripture, declaring 
that God is not the Author of Confu- 
ſion, burof Peace, commanding To fol- 1 Cor.xiv. 
low peace with all nen; and holineſs: To 3; Hb, 
have. ſalt in our ſelves, and peace one with 1, 
another 5; and, If 'it be poſſible ar much as Mark ir 
lib in us to live peaceably with all Mens; 
Promifing, that if We live in peace, the Nom. Ali. 
God of love and peace ſhall be with us : 18. 
And preſſing vs earneſtly to endeavour 
to keep The! unity.” of the Spirit in the 2 Cor. 
bond of peace 3 with this forcible Argu- vii. .. 
ment and powerful Motives, There i: =. 
aue body” and one ſpirit ; and" we are gh iv. | 
talled in one hope of our calling. One Lord, ,, 5,6. 
one faith, one baptiſm, one God and father 
of all; who it above all, and through all, 
and. i 15 us all. Theſe are hin very 
owerful Motives to induce us to Peace, 
ut if they are not ſufficient to ingage 
us to follow it, here are ſome: that will 
4957 ep OW ee 4s | 


\ 


"= B 2 Some 


8 Some Arc taken from our own pre- 
ſent Intereſt, for among the Things 
neceſfary in order to de happy even in 
this Life, David and St. Peter reckon, 
| Pr m That" the "ſeeking of peace is one, and the 
purſuing it another. Beſides, the peace- 
x bet. i. abje · minded Man has the inexpreſſible 
Satisfaction to enjoy himſelf a great 
Peace, one of the beſt Bleſſings; fot 
prxxxvii. The wee ſhall delight themſelves in the 
n abundance of peace, ſays David. The 
great Governor E the Univerſe has 2 
5 reat Value for him; for, ſays St. Peter, 
he ornament of a J and quiet ſpirit, 
ts ix the: ſight of (od of à great price, 
SGladneſs ſhall be his Reward z for, 
Prov. X11 ſays the wiſe King, To the — of 
39, . peace it joy. But we need not go far- 
ther than my Text, for powerful-Rez- 

ſons to perſuade us to be of a peace- 

able Mind; becauſe Bleſſing. does at- 

tend it. Peaceableneſs bleſfsth a Man. 

The Fountain of all Truth declares that: 
Bleſſed are, ſays our Dear Lord, the 
Peacemakers, &c. and indeed, that pre. 

cious Qualification frees a Man from 
many Evils, preſerves him from many 
Dangers, ſecures him from many Miſ- 
fortunes, diverts from him a Curſe, 
which otherwiſe would fall upon the 
Comfotts of his Hy which * 

rom 


1 Per. ili. 


* * 


n 9 FF. mo 


5 140 * 1 4 


——— 
12, ry R * — « 


from an intire ruin, which Diſcord, 
Contention and Quarrels would draw 
upon bim: But beſides, Peaceableneſs 
bleſſeth him in his Name, for he gets a 
good Reputation, and becomes the de- 
ſight of all good Men; in his Eſtate, 
which either encreaſes. or gives 
him the Grace to enjoy it comfort- 
ably, in bis Body and in his Soul, for 
be is free from ſeveral Paſſions, which 
put in diſorder, and deſtroy the Health 
. one, cloud the other, and diſturb 
ranquillity. In ſhort, t bleſſeth 
| bim bath in this Life, with innume- 
rable Favours from Heaven, with the 
precious E Eſteem of all good People, and 
with an unexpreſſible Content: It 
bleſleth him at his Death with unſpeak- 5 
able Comforts z andafter his Departur-ec, 
with the moſt deſirable Sight of God, 
with a ſupreme Felicity, inexhauſtible „ 
Treaſures and an endleſs Glory. And 9 
thus Peaceableneſs i is not only very ad. 
vantageous in this World, but it wil! | 
be ſo likewiſe, and infinitely more, in 2 
the other. Theſe Motives are, methinks, - 
very. forcible , Reaſons to induce us 1 
powerfully to diſpoſe and apply on | 9 
ſelves to Peaceableneſs, to ſtudy it © 
with all the Care poſſible, and to 
wake our Delight of Peace, 


But 
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But a tender Regard of that Peace 
maſt not only be entertained in our 
ſelves; but it is likewiſe of an abſo- 
lute Neceſſity to entertain it in others. 
"Tis not'enough for Chriſtians, for the 
Diſciples, the Members, the Servants 
of him whoſe glorious Title is to be 
the Prince of Peace ; tis not ſuffici- 
ent, I ſay, for them to be peaceably 
difpoſed themſelves; for they are o- 
blig d beſides, to promote and advance, 
and cheriſh Peace among their Bre- 
thren as much as in them lies, and 
to imitate the Son of God, who 
deſcended from Heaven upon Earth, 
took our Nature with all its innocent 
Infirmities, and ſuffered a curſed, a 
molt cruel and ignominious Death, 
that he might maße Peace between his 
Everlaſting Father, and poor wretched 
Men. The Glory of God, if we take 
it to Heart, engages: us to Peace - ma- 
king; for, where envying and ſtri ſe it, 
ſays St. James, there it confuſion and every 
evil work: And ſo God's Laws are 
tranſgreſſed, contemned and trampled 
upon. The Love of our Neighbours 
ig another Inducement to it; for the 
making Peace is a very great Benefit 
both to their Souls and Bodies; becauſe 
it has a Tendency to the ſecuring their 
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| watare” Te” is likewiſe | an 77 75m 
boch to their Goods and Credit; be. 
auſe it aims either at the Increaſing 
or at leaſt at the Preſerving them. 
third Motive to procure Peace * 
Men, is the good of the Society; and 
in particular of the Church; for 
the reconciling of Enemies heals both Pal. Ix. 2. 
their Breaches, conſolidates their torn 
Members, and prevents in them many 


, Miſchiefs : ; aid thus it ftren gthens 
„boch Chorch/ and State againſt ren 
ders them formidable to, and contri- 
o butes to their getting the Vidtory over, 
1, their Enemies. Wherefore, what has 
t ne wap of the Teachers of the * 
* 

„ e 

d Il cious Peace; a if ir 15 added. 
ic char chey PP many great Cornforts, 
a- azad bring from Heaven innumerable 
„, I Beſfings' upon them both. A fourth 
Motive is taken from our own Inte- 


reſt, for ſuch as ſow Peace, ſhall reap 
the Fruits of it, which are an unex- 
preſſible Comfort, an unſpeakable Joy, 
he an ututterable Satisfaction in their 
fit Souls: Moreover, the Kindneſs' and 
ſe Love of God, of all Bleffings the great- 
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good Will of Men: W herefore let us 
endeavour, according to our ſeveral 
Stations, to beget in the Hearts of 
all we convetſe with, a true Value for 
that moſt precious Jewel, Peace ; and ſo 


prev ent 5 Unkind neſſes, d Diſputes, Con- 
ttentions, . Jars, - Strifes, Which often 
ruin Families, diſturb. the Common- 
Wealth, and diſtract the Church: And 


whenever we take notice of ſome Miſ- 


underſtanding amongſt our Brethren, 
let us make them Friends again with all 
haſte ; for it is much more in the 


Power of peaceable and diſcreet Men 


to; cure at firſt; the Miſtakes which 


breed Quarrels and Diviſions, and far 


more ealy and more profitable thus to 
prevent than to pacify Variances. 


Let us take all the Care poſſible to pre- 
ſerve, Peace where it is ſettled, and 
where it is loſt, do our beſt to recover 


that great Bleſling, the Foundation of 


ſures of this World, and of all the 82 
tisfaction we may enjoy in this Life. 
Finally, let us heartily pray the God 
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chiefly in the Church. 3 
By being thus peaceable- minded 
Men, and by contributing in that 
manner to Peace, we ſhall get the glo- 
rious Title, and have the exceedin 

great Advantages of being the Chil- 
dren of the King of all Kings, of the 
Supreme Monarch of Heaven and Earth, 
of the Everlaſting Father, of the Al- 
mighty Creator of the Univerſe ; for 
his moſt Beloved and Eternal Son has 
declared it to us. Bleſſed are, ſays he, 
the peacemakers, for they ſhall be called the 
children of Got. 1 
It is what I ſhould now examine, 


| had I not conſidered, that the Subject 


being of great Importance, 1 muſt of 
neceſſity inſiſt and enlarge upon it: 
Wherefore, for fear of Treſpaſſing up- 
on your Patience, by too long a Diſ- 
courſe, I deſign to put it off to another 
Opportunity, and to paſs now to the 
Application. ee ee 
Lou have heard, my Beloved, how 
glorious, how uſeful, how profitable 
it is to be of a peaceable Mind, and 
carefully to promote Peace among Men! 
How pleaſant it is to Almighty God, 
and acceptable to all good People ! 
And yet, where are the Perſons that 
ae * love 
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"fove truly, and endeavgur fincerely 


to advance that precious I NOT Look 
every where, in the Cities, in the 


lets, in Palaces, in Houſes, and 1 
ul 


Cottages ; and in all theſe Places yo 
find and perceive there are Grudges, 


Emulations, Diſputes, Quarrels, Fac: 


tions and Mutiny : You'll fee the Son 
againſt his Father, the Daughter 1 5 


Siſters the Servants againſt their Ms 
ſters, the Scholars ant their Teach- 


ers, the Subjects againſt their Sove. | 


reigns; and even a great many People 
- diſagree with themſelves : You'll be 


N 


Witneſſes, how ill, Men uſe, how de- 
ſpitefully they teafe, and how barba- 
rouſly they afflict one another.. 

Good God What a melancholick 
Sight it is to ſee, 1 will not ſay Crea- 


| as 7 þ * 3 „ 3 Md 's ; : 
tures of he ſame Kind, of the fame 


1 


Nature, of the ſame Blood ; but Chri- 
ſans who' de Members of the tame 


Body, who, have the ſame Father, the 


ame Hope, the ſame Faith; who are 
purchaſed by che ſame. Blocd, Inſtr 
Qed by the ſame Scripture, inlightned 
by the ſame Spirit, begotten and born 
Trey by the. ſame Grace, . fed at the 
ame Table, and called to the ſame In- 
i , 
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tene; " what a de Jorable 8 Sue it 
to ſee them, like wil Beaſts, ht one 
another i in pieces! 

What I ſay does not happen low 


and then; but continually, and is not 


done here and there, but every where; 
nor by few, but by moſt People : For 
who 1s guilifeſs' in this reſpect? I 
appeal to the,Conſciences eftheſe-who 
whether they have not 
wronged their Neighbours fome Way 
or other, either by Violence or Inju- 
ſtice, or bad Examples, or the Venom 
of their Tongues? If it is not in his 
Body, whether it is not in his Soul? 
If it is not in his Soul, whether it is 
not in his Goods? If it is not in his 
Goods, whether it is not in his Repu- 
tation? > The fear either of corporal 
puniſhments, or of Diſhonour, keeps 
abundance of People from Murther, 


Theft, Adultery and Rebe fer- but 


where there's pf ſuch Fear, Vice tri- 
umphs and becomes epidemical; for 
what's more common than to ſze and 


hear People, even People that flatter 


themſelves to be of the Bleſſed, Jeſus 


Chriſt ſpeaks of in my Text; and that 


are look d upon too, as good, pious 


and charitable People; > whats more 


common, I fay, than to ſee and hear 
C2 them 
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poiſon . their. Neighbours Diſcourſes, 
and blacken their Actions, debaſe their 
Perſons, . that; they may exalt their 
own; and diſcover their | Faults, or 
forge ſome, that they may appear more 


perfect than they; though they be- 


come by doing ſo, as criminal as if 
they were guilty of the above - men- 
tion d Crimes? For is not à good 
Name, as precious as Life? But I 
muſt tell the Slanderers, that if they 
think to cover their Faults by laying 
open thoſe of their Neigbbours, and 
to extol themſelves by depreſſing them, 


they are exceedingly miſtaken; for any 


reaſonable Man will conclude from 
their ſlanderous Tongues, that they 
are full of Faults ; and from their Pride, 
that they are unknown to themſelves. 
And 1 muſt aflure them beſides, that 


they will be none of the Bleſſed, Jeſus 


Chriſt mentions in my Text, as long 


as they continue to let their venomous 


Tongues looſe againſt their poor Neigh- 


3 Cor. vi. hours 3 for, The revilers ſhall nat inherit 
; the kingdom of heaven, lays St. Pail 
to the Corinthiant. But our Saviour 
tells us, Bleſed are the peacemakers. 
Now peaccable-minded Men are in- 


geen a great Bleſſing, both to Werten 
| 7 N l | $4 . 


44% 


l \ P 5 1808 | : 1 I 
o 122 a s ** * , 5 4 I wy a 
4 _ * : H * * i + > 
A \ * 1 * = 5 n 
= & . w 6 $ 
"Y a = as. a. 7 
5 i * k 5 A : * "x j * J 9 
N e * ae . nn ov , err * * 1 44 ** 
, A * 
oY * * 
, * 
4 * * uy 
7 6 + * 0 * ® 2 3 3 . 
: . - 


them (becauſe there's no ſuch Fear) 
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ef to Mankind; for they procure to 
emſelves as well as to others, Reſt 


and Quietneſs, the Foundation of all 


Content; and beſides, they have the 
inexpreſſible Satisfaction of having done 
ood and charitable Offices ro their 
|, "Bay and of imitating. the God, 
whoſe Children they are; but the 


Breakers of Peace are a Plague to them 


ſelves, and the Bane of Mankind, and 
the Imitators of the Devil, "whoſe Chil- 
dren I pray God 44 may not con- 
tinue to be. 


Let us then follow peace, and ro- 


mote it with all the Diligence, and all 
the Care we are capable of. And con- 


fider, that in order to have a good 


ducceſs in the Purſuit, and in the Ad- 
vancing it; we muſt firſt be in Peace 
with ourſelves; and that we may be ſo, 
we muſt ſubdue our Paſſions; elpecial- 


ly Anger, which reſteth in the boſom of Eccl. v 
fue. ſays Solomon; for if theſe Paſſions 9. 


not maſter'd and kept under by 


Reaſon, they are like the Sea, the leaſt 
Wind, I mean a Provocation never ſo 


little, raiſes them, and ruffles the poor 


Man's Soul they have gotten Poſſeſſion | 
of. _ Secondly, We muſt put up Affronts, 


paſs by Unkindneſſes, tread Injuries un- 
der Foot, bear paticntly the Wrongs 


done 


1 772 1 77 * Aeg 7 
| 3 to us, put by the Remembrance 
of Offences ; and conſider, that it is 
the Part of” 4 wiſe Man, to avoid care- 
fully the being diſcompos d by Wrath; 
Prov. xix. for he diſcretion of a man deferreth his 
Aer, and it is bis glory topaſs overa 
marge, ſaid the wiſe King ; but it 
9 0 belon 8 $ to a fooliſh Beate 
the Neſt of Anger. If we follow 125 
Directions hat lead us direct 
Peace, we ſhall be as bleſſed in this 15 
as the Condition of our Nature can 
permit it; and in the other, our Blef- 
ſedneſs ſhall be perfeck. Which God 
of | bis "ROY . KG. 
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advance as much as you can the bleſſed 
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eavourd in my firſt Dif- 


ecourſe upon theſe Words, to per- 
ſuade you, not only to be of 2 
;peaceable Mind and Diſpoſition; 
but likewiſe to make uſe of your In- 
duſtry, Diſcretion and Prudence to re- 
eoneile your Brethren, and to make 
them Friends again. I have laid be- 
fore you ſeveral powerful Matives, to 
induce! you to follow with all dili- 
gence, to promote carefully, and to 


Peace. | I am now going to ſhew you 

the exceeding great, wonderful, very 

furpsizing (and had we — 
os 2 | E 
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7 be Advantiges ” 


The Calling of Men is oſtentimes 


eſt Proofs thereof) incredible ; 5 
tages of our being Peacemakers. Jeſus 
Chriſt! himſelf; the Eternal Son of the 
Everlaſting Father declares, that the 
Peacemakers are bleſſed, and he gives 
this Reaſon; for ſays he, They 2 be 
called the. children of God. O glorious 
Title! wonderful Privilege l unexpreſ- 
fible Advantage! Theſe laſt-Words of 

my Text ſhall be, with the Help of .the 
Fountain of all Knowledge and Wiſ⸗ 
dom, the Subject of this my Diſcourſe, 
I muſt begin to Ane them, by tel · 
ling you, 

That there is 2 double Calling, the 
one of Men, and the other of God. 


groundleſs, becauſe of their I norance, 


and their giving of Names don't be- 


ſtow upon the Things fignified by 
theſe Names; becauſe of their want of 
Power: But it's quite otherwiſe with 


God ; for he always calls Things as 


they truly are, becauſe he knows per- 
fedtly well their Natures ; and when- 
ever he is pleaſed to give any Name, 
he grants at the ſame Time what it 
imports, becauſe he is Almighty; 


wherefore being Truth it ſelf, the A. 


ſolute Maſter and Fountain of: all Ho- 
nour, Riches, Happineſs and mock, 
' neſs, 
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nels; whenever he calls a Creature, ei- 
cer glorzeus or rich: or happy, or 


Wo, it is certainly ſo. If then he 


ealls'vs his Children, he will certainly = 
make us ſuch, and beſtow upon us all 


the ineſtimable Advantages belonging 
to his Children; he will bring us to a 
new Life, give us a new Conſtitution, 


change our corruptible Nature into an 


incorraptible One, and make us like 
unto himſelf; i. e. holy, juſt, merci- 
ful, long ſuffering, charitable and 
bountiful. Now, that he will be plea- 
ſed to call us ſo, if we are but Men of 


peace, we have his beloved Son's Word; 
Bleſſed are, ſays he, the peace-makers ; for 
they © ſhall be called the children of God. 
I muſt ſhew yon, Secondly, That this 


gorious Title has ſeveral Relations; 


the firſt, which is moſt perfect and in- 


communicable to any Creature, belongs 
to Jeſus Chriſt, who is properly and 
eminently, and by an eternal Gene- 
ration, the Son of God. The ſecond 
belongs to the bleſſed Angels, for he 
is their Creator, their Preſerver, the 


\iithor” of all their Perfections, tbe 
untain of all their Glory, and the 


Origine of all their Happineſs. The 


third belongs to Chriſtians, I mean to 
the Faithful; to the true Diſciples of 
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our diele Lord ʒ they are the Chil- 
dten of God in 2 particular. manner, 
5 by the Grace of Adoption. The fourth 
. . belon gs to all Men, becauſe; In bin 
„ Foe and  npve and. have their being : 
Aud out of his infinite Goodneſs they 
enjoy the Bleſſings of this Life. The 
fifth belongs 8 all other Spiritual 
Wade bo which are his Children i in- 
deed, becauſe his, Almighty Power is 
the cauſe of their Being; but they are 
ungrateful, diſobedient, treacherous, 
as rebellious. Children; : and ſo not only 
= aherited, but belides, left to an 
utter Deſpair, and ET to endleß 
Torments. 1 
I muſt lay — —— you, Thirdlas what 
the being God's Children implies... Pm 
It comprehends God's Love, that is, 
all the. Bleſſings, all the Comforts of 
this Life, all the Happineſs and all the 
Glory of the next: For when God 
loves a Man, he ſtamps a new Image 
Ws upon him, and makes him like unto 
himſelf, not only by infuſing his com- 
mwWunicable Perfections into his Soul; 
but alſo by rendering him happy and 
gelorious, which he does in protecting 
1 againſt all his Enemies; and for 
. : N his ſake in pulling out the Sting iof 
3 Death, i in erte ng the Horror of the 
ene 1 Grave, 
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Grave in fopping the Mouth of Hell, 
and in 6pening tho * oY les. 
Ven. 

Moreover, when God Jen a Man, 


he bleſſeth him w ith 'The glorious liberty Rom. vill. 
F his Sons, whereof: St. Paul: ſpeaks in 


his Epiſtle to the Romans, Now by 
that Liberty, he ſhakes off the un- 
grateful, the Invoſrabte; the cruel, the 
mameful oke both 'of the Devil, of 
Sin and the World; He is adormd 


with excellent Virtues, enligbtned and 
ſanckified by the Holy Ghoſt; and 


thus be can work out "his eternal Fal- 
vation, draw nearer and nearer to the 
Fountain of all Bliſs; and in his Way 


to Heaven make uſe of ' God's s Crea- 


tures,” participate of his Graces, re- 


ceive now and then the Pledges of his 


moſt precious Love, and feed his Soul 
upon his ſacred Word; wherein he 


"diſcovers glorious Myſteries, he fins 


excellent Promiſes, he gets wonder- 
ful Hopes, and learns all that's neceſ- 


ſary to be Bled, both in yy Lite 


and! in the next. 


Furthermore, God bids. he ds 2 


Man, bleſſeth him likewiſe with an en- 


"tice Safety; for the Eyes of his ex- 


ceeding good Providence being always 


open upon him, no Harm can happen 
. 0 
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to. that Man, but, it muſt be —— 
with ſome great Advantage ; for that 
admirable Providence who knows how 
td draw. Light from Darkneſs, and 
Jobn xvi Good from vil, Jurnt his. ſorrow! into 
Rom: ak joy, and Makes all things, work together for 
| bis good, Let all his Enemies ſurround 
55 let all Men conſpire againſt him, 
let the Devil make uſe of all his Wiles, 
Craſtineſs, Skill, Malice, Perſidy and 
Machinations; let Death do his worſt, 
let all the Powers of the Air, all the 
Influences of the Celeſtial; Globe, let 
Earth and Hell ſtrive never ſo much 

in order to cauſe him to periſh, and to 
daeprive him of the eternal Happineſs, 
And infinite Glory prepared for him; 
all their Efforts will be in vain, for he 
hall certainly be bleſſed in this Life, 
and get aftermards the incorruptible 
Inheritance, in ſpite of them all; be- 
4 cauſe being God's Child, he's the Ob- 


eee ele ee 


ject of his Providence's, Care., Now I 


ing protected by that wonderful 

1 good Providence, | whoſe Power is in- 
finite, that governs all Things and diſ- 

| Poles of all Events whatſoever: ac- 
_ cording. to bis g Pleaſure, nothing 
can befall him Ts it muſt be for his 
""m— rants eee we may 
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d 1 6 fy with \ Solomon, Saftty i Is, 705 the Bron, I. 
af Deep, i" Th 
w | -Beſid: 3 be Vleſſeth, 7 OY with g 
1d nous Relations and Kindred; x ths 15 
to | being his Son, be is the Member o 
or Il the- N the Noche .of all the 
1d Faithful : -Jeſus.- Chriſt, * glorious 
5, gor of the Univerſe, is his Frechen, all 1 
ad che holy Angels are his kin; _— | 
it, MW triarchs, the * Prophets, the Apoſtles, 
he the Martyrs, in. ſhort, all the 'Ele& 
et are Members of the ſame Body he be- 
ch longs to. Finally, God bleſſeth that 
to Man after this Life, with an Eternity 
s, fall of Glory, Honour, Joy; Content, 
n; WW Pleaſure, Delight and moſt precious 


Treaſures ; you's. a wonderful Im;rove- 
ment of all his Faculties, with an un- 

le I ſpeakable Knowledge, with an extra- 

e- ordinary Power, and With 4 crown of, * 
b- glary that fadeth not away, 9 
w Now who, attending ſeriouſly « to all | 


*. 3-4 4 


ul theſe Things, will refuſe; or be loth to | 
n- | make-uſe: of all his Induſtry, of all his > 
i Skill, and of all his Prudence; to ſtrive 
c- | withall his Might, and all his. Strength, 
ug and take all the. Meaſures, all the 
; | -Cautions poſſible, that he may be the 
Child of God? E pecially, if he con- 
Kiran that his, being the Child of the 
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ſmpreme Lord of Heaven and Earth, 

Pt _ anſwers, to all the Diſcopragements and 

all the "Difficulties he may be under. 

And indeed, ſuppoſe, my Beloved, we 

find our Zeal for the Glory of God, 

'and our Fervency for his Serviceare but 
Hetle,” we have this Comfort, that he 
Is our Father; wherefore" he Will en⸗ 
CTC̃treaſe both. Suppoſe” again, we are 
 _  fenfible that our Deſires for Heaven, 

and our Purſuit after Righteouſneſs 

are but faint; we muſt not deſpond, 
cCcTonſidering we are the Children of 
- "God; whetefore he will make us thirſt 
after Holineſs, and inflame our De- 
fires for his Eternal Kingdom. If our 
Wants and our Neceſfities were never 

„ To great, never ſo preſſing, we may 
1 aſſure ourſelves, that God will not for- 
lllake us; for he is our Father, ' where- 
| fore he will certainly provide for us. 
113 Whenever we are expos'd to ſome immi- 
I nent Danger, let us conſider, that God, 
"whoſe Providence has an abſoJate Dif- 

= poſition of all Events, and whoſe Com- 
SY paſſions are infinite, is our Father; 
_ Wherefore he will undoubtedly take 
*Care of us. If we are in any Trouble, 
we may truly hope that he will get us 
out of it, becauſe we are his dear Chil- 
"dren. Are we ſurrounded” by very 
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ſtrong and powerful Enemies, let us 


not be diſheartned, though we be but 


poor weak Creatures, becauſe Al- 


mighty God is our Father; wherefore 
he will protect and ſtrengthen us, baffle 


and confound thoſe Enemies, bring 


them under, and make us Conquer- 


- 


Moreover, our being the Children 
of God claims the Comfort, the Af- 


ſiſtance, even the Fellowſhip of the A 


Holy. Ghoſt ; for ſays St. Pay! to the 


Galatians, Becanſe ye are ſons, God has Gal 


ſent forth the ſpirit of his Son into your 


beart, crying, Abba, fatber : Wherefore, 


. iv. 6, 


being once his Children, he ſends us 


that Holy Spirit by whom there paſſes 


from Chriſt into us a bleſſed Influence; 
that cauſes us to encreaſe in Grace, in 
"Virtue, in Holineſs; and to produce 


all manner of good Fruits, I mean to 


do all manner of Acts of Charity and 
generous Actions ; as the Influence of 
the Sun makes the Plants grow, flou- 
Triſh, and fructify. Beſides, there paſſes 
from him into our Souls a great Power, 
whereby we are able to ſubdue our 
_ unruly. Paſſions, that ſo often diſturb 


dur Peace and Quietneſs, that toſs us 


to and fro, that make us rebel againſt 


our Creator, Preſerver and e, 3 
e nn 


The 3 77 


* 4 PTY Ae ts 


— 


that: breed: many and many. Sorrows, 


Vexations and Anguiſhes ; whereby 
we are able to overcome the 3 innume- 
rable Temptations we are expos d to, 
and to get the better of all the Diff. 
culties, the Hindrances and Impedi- 
oo we meet © continually: in our 
to Heaven. Furthermore, there 
alte from our bleſſed Lord inte us 


| John i iv. 4 new. Life, whereby we worſhip God in 


24. 


12. 


ſpirit and in trath 5 we advance his 


Honour and Glory, we do to others 


what we would they ſnould do unto 
Phil. ii. 


us; and we work ont our Salvation. 


Finally, there paſſes from him into our 
Souls, the Seed of that glorious Im- 


mortality we ſhall enjoy in Heaven. 
Theſe are but ſome of the exceeding 


great Advantages of having God for 


5 I 


our Father, or rather theſe are but im- 
perfect, very imperfect Notions of the 
wonderful and utiſfekeble Glory and 
Bleſſedneſs of being: God's Children; 
for who can deſcribe, even comprehend, 

the precious Advantages they enjoy 
in this very Life? Much leſs the Inex- 


hauſtible- Riches, the unalterable Ho- 
nours, and the ſupreme Felicity they 
ſhall poſſeſs to all Eternity in the King- 
e i. dom of Heaven ; for Eye hath not ſeen, 


vor ear beard, . aries here entred-into the 
Zoo 4 - heart 
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d for them that lobe bim. * 
But to be his Childten; we n oer le 


ſemble him both id our Affections 


aud in our Actions; what Jeſus Chriſt 
aid to the Jews, I Je were Abrahams John vill. 
children,” ye would do the worl of Abra- 3% _ 
lun may very well be here -applied 

to us: For indeed, if we be the Chil- 
dren of God, we muſt reſemble him 
in his Holineſs, Wiſdom, Patience, 
Mercy, 'Goodnels, Bounty and Meek. 
nels z we muſt imitate his doing good ; 
0 bis very Enemies, his fofgiwing 
thoſe that offend his Glorious Majeſty 4 
and his delighting in Peace. We mu NY 
woid with the greateſt' Care, all Strife, 
Diſputes, Contention and Quarrels:; 
for God being a God of Peace, Union 1 
and Concord, Will not honour with 
bis bleſſed Preſents: ally Place, where 
there are Broils, Tumults, Jars," Dif- 
zreements and Diviſions 3 which is 
lively intimated to us in the firſt Book 
of: the Kings, where it is ſaid, that, 
The Lord was neither in the ſtrong wind, 1 Kings 
that rent the mountains, and brake in a ns 
preces the rocks ; nor in the earthquake, nur 

in the fire ; | but that be war in a ſtill ſmall 
Wice, and, pak you ee fo FRY l |. 
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_ three Claſſes, or in ihtes Ages z the 
Firſt is of Babes, the Secomdiof.growmn 
Children, and the Third, of Men. 
Faber. I ſay; That the firſt Class 
Who are not capable of gxtting the 
Walifications neceſſary in order to be 
Peace - makers; and ſo ef doing much 
good, either in promoting Peace among 
their Brethren by their Intereſt, or in 
inducing them to follow it by their 
Diſcourſes or Examples; wherefore Gol 
Wbo is infinitely good, and the ten- 
ſuch Chriſtians (as do the matter in 
Hand) to do nothing that may diſtuwv 
the Peace of their Neighbours, and 0 

be of a meck, humble, quiet and peact- 
 Clals is of grown Children, I mean of 
Chriſtians grown. in Grace, and in the 
 , Knowledge of God, in whoſe Power 
it is, not only to attain a conſade- 
rable Peaceableneſs, but likewiſe, to gt 
ſeveral of the Qualifications requiſite 
to be a Promoter of Peace; and ſo 

to do good ęither in endearing that 

1 4 F "Sq: © IR 


Neon, "Peace, or "im 8 it 
among their Brethren, or in reconci- 
in Enemies; wherffore God ex- 
2 ts chey ſhould be Friends to Peace 
g to their Abilities. 1 lay, 
That the Third Claſs is of — * 
ban ef Chriſtians enlightned b I 
Y Spirit of God, . well i <4 
"by his ſucred Word; Chriſtians 
well exerciſed in Chari und Hymili- 
ty: Now they can make themſelves 
Maſters of Peaceableneſs, and acquire 
moſt of the nece | 
in order to be great Promoters of Peace; 
and ſd to do Abundance of Good, 
either in begetting in the Hearts of 
their Brethren a great Eſteem for, and 
1 true Value of Peace; or in prevent- 
ing betimes, Diſputes. Diviſions" and 
_ Quarrels, or in making Enemies Friends | 
gain: Wherefore” God demands of 
ſach Chriſtians, not only to be of a 
quiet, peaceable Mind; but beſides, 
to encourage and induce Men to peace, 
both by their Diſcourſes and Exam- 
les; to advance and cheriſh it with 
A the Care poſſible, and either to de- 
ae or to baniſh all the Seeds of Diſ- 
cord, Contention and Diſturbance, as 
res e lies! in their Power. Ly 


E 2 Further- 


4 88 = Children po God 
ma be divided likewiſe a according to 
their ſeveraf Stations in the World: 
| "Hoe may promote Peace; . and'cheriſh 
it by their great Authority ; others by 
the great Reputation they have gotten, 


ſiome by ſtrong Arguments, powerful 


Reaſons; and others only in inducing 
their Neighbours to Peace, by Exam- 
ples of e But to con- 
— elit - ö A 
«Hh. Whats 1 hiv beid- jull now, ſhem 
plainly, that it is in dhe power of all 
the Children of God, to contribute 
-. ſomewhat to Peace; wherefore we may 
_calily- perceive whether we are ſo Bleſ- 
{ed as to be his Children ; for we need 
+ 7 5 — Rm 
ther we are of a-peaceable,- quiet an 
- meek Mind; whether, we — De- 
light in it, and are utterly Enemies to 
- Quarrels; Diſturbances and Contenti- 
ons: We need but diſtinguiſh the Cha- 
racter of God's Children and that of 
the Devil's. The Character of the firſt 
is, to be humble, eaſy, meek, peace- 
able, good - natur d, merciful, reconci- 
ws of Enemies, and very tender of 
their Neighbour's Reputation, But the 
Character of the Devil's Children is, 
10 take t their Dae in ſceing their 
1 * 


bours.by.the Ears, or in hearing them 
inveigh againſt each other, and. tea 

one-another's Reputation in, pieces, and 
0 be make - bate, turbulent, ſeditious, 5 
unquiet, bluſtering, ill-conditioned. 
unplacable Promoters of Quarrels, Diſ- 

cord. and Diviſions; Lovers of Whiſ⸗ 
pering, Reviling, Backbiting, Sowers 
of Diſſenſion, Strife and Variance. 
No the Reward of the Children of 
the Devil, will be an eternal Miſery, 
a continual Deſpair, an endleſs An- 
guiſh, everlaſting Torments; and with- 
Al, piercing Reproaches and gnawing 
Remorſes to all Eternity; beſides their 
Unquietneſs and their Anguiſh of Mind 
in this Life, as well as a great many 
Diſappointments, Croſſes and Diſcom- 
forts, and Abundance of Sorrows, Vexa- 
tions and Troubles. But the Children 
of God ſhall have the Advantage to 
be bleſſed for ever ; the Glory, the in- 
expreſiible Glory to be His heirs and n. viii 
joint-beirs with Chriſt; and the unſpeak- 17. 
able Comfort to contemplate to all 5 
Eternity the glorious Face of the Eter- 

nal Majeſty, to praiſe his Holy Name, 
to extol his wonderful Power, and to 
magnify his unutterable Love to Man- 
kind : Beſides, the many Graco Fa- 
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